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Open Data Mandates:
Remaining compliant with funder requirements

OPEN Government Data Act 
OPEN = (open, public, electronic, & necessary)

Foundations for Evidence‐Based Policymaking Act of 2018 was signed by the 
President on January 14, 2019.

The OPEN Government Data Act is Title II this Act:

• Codified into US law “open by default” for all government data.

• Mandated Office of Management and Budget (OMB) to develop tools, 
standards, and guidance for implementation = resulting in 
resources.data.gov.

• ALL government funded research is required by law to be preserved and 
openly available on the internet (unless otherwise prohibited by contract).
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https://resources.data.gov/
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What  does OPEN mean?

•Open = content is FREE to

• Use,

• Modify, &

• Share …

• by anyone 

• for any purpose

What OPEN means to federal 
funding agencies:

Openly licensed or in the public domain

Free access

Machine readable

In an open format
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Open 
Licenses

• For a work to be openly licensed it must 
provide irrevocable permissions for 
anyone to:

• Use
• Redistribute
• Modify
• Separate
• Compile
• Propagate
• Must be non‐discriminatory 
• For any purpose
• For no charge

Funder mandates

http://datasharing.sparcopen.org/data

• Provides a synopsis for each agency

https://dmptool.org/

• Built and supported by University of California

• Tool to assist in writing data management plans

• Step‐by‐step guidance for funder specifications
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http://datasharing.sparcopen.org/data
https://dmptool.org/
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http://datasharing.sparcopen.org/data
https://dmptool.org/
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OPEN mandate licensing options

Creative Commons is the most popular and is easily recognizable

OPEN mandate licensing options

•Open Data Commons 

• Open Database License (ODbL)

• Attribution License (ODC‐By)

• Public Domain Dedication and License (PDDL)
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https://creativecommons.org/about/cclicenses/
https://opendatacommons.org/
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Finding help

Library – Scholarly Communication Services

Office of Sponsored Projects

Office of Research Compliance and Security

Questions?

Mary Ann Jones, MLIS

Associate Professor

Scholarly Communication Coordinator

mjones@library.msstate.edu

https://www.library.msstate.edu/scholarly‐communication‐services
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https://www.library.msstate.edu/scholarly-communication-services
https://www.osp.msstate.edu/
https://www.orc.msstate.edu/


7

References

• Budapest Open Access Initiative https://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/read

• H.R.4174 ‐ Foundations for Evidence‐Based Policymaking Act of 2018 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th‐congress/house‐bill/4174

• Resources.data.gov https://resources.data.gov/

• Data Foundation. 2019. Future of Open Data: Maximizing the Impact of the OPEN 
Government Data Act, https://www.datafoundation.org/future‐of‐open‐data‐
maximizing‐the‐impact‐of‐the‐open‐government‐data‐act

• Open Knowledge Foundation https://okfn.org/

• Open Data Commons https://opendatacommons.org/

• Creative Commons https://creativecommons.org/share‐your‐work/licensing‐
considerations/compatible‐licenses

• DMPTool https://dmptool.org/

• SPARC http://datasharing.sparcopen.org/data

13

https://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/read
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/4174
https://resources.data.gov/
https://www.datafoundation.org/future-of-open-data-maximizing-the-impact-of-the-open-government-data-act
https://www.datafoundation.org/future-of-open-data-maximizing-the-impact-of-the-open-government-data-act
https://okfn.org/
https://opendatacommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-considerations/compatible-licenses
https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-considerations/compatible-licenses
https://dmptool.org/
http://datasharing.sparcopen.org/data



